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Feminine Gender   )ُثنالمُؤ(  

a) The usual feminine ending, as said in the first lesson, is  ة  ( closed 

Ta – ُوطَةبالتاءُ المَر  ) , e.g.   ُةمةٌ  , فَاطقَرب  a cow,   ٌةيقَر  a village,   ٌةلاَمس  safety. 

     However, two feminine nouns have a long  ت (open Ta – ةوحُالتاءُ المَفْت  ) 

     at the end. They are:  تأُخ  sister,    تبِن  daughter. 

    b) The second feminine ending is known as alif maqşũrah   ) ورةقْصف مأل(   

         short alif which is ى pronounced as ã , e.g.لَىى ,  لَيلْمس ( names of  

         women ),  ىرغص ( smaller,f. ),  ىركُب ( greater,f. ). 

    c) The third feminine ending is called alif mamdũdah   ) ةوددمف مأل(  , 

         long alif  which is hamzah preceded by alif, e.g. ُاءمأس ( name of a 

         woman ),  ُاءيمع ( blind woman ),  اءنسُح  ( beautiful woman ).    

    d) There are, however, feminine nouns that do not have any of these 
         endings. They may be classified in the following categories: 
         1. Names of women, e.g. 
              ميرم  ، دنه  ، بنيز 
         2. Females, e.g. 
             اُم  mother,          وسرع  bride,               ٌاناَت  she ass. 

         3. Parts of the body that are double, e.g. 
             نيع    eye,             دي     hand,                 ٌاُذُن   ear, 

             راعذ  arm,            ٌلرِج  foot, leg             اقس  shank. 

         4. Names of towns and countries, e.g. 
             رصم Egypt,          اورِيس  Syria,                دناله  India. 

         5. Some everyday words, e.g. 
             دار   house,           ارن    fire,                  حرِي   wind, 

 ,war حربsun,                   شمسsky,               سماءٌ             

             ضاَر  earth,           فْسن  soul,                 قطَرِي  way,path. 
All the nouns that do not fall in these categories are masculine. You may also say that all 
nouns are masculine except those that belong to these categories. 
 


